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Cruisinõ Pembroke, òA Night Under the Starsó 
performances by local enter-
tainers, such as The Lumbee 
Ambassadors, the Unity Quar-
tet, David Locklear, and La-
kota John Locklear elicited 
strong emotional responses 
from the crowd, many showing 
their tears proudly and singing 
along with the groups. 

Pierre Locklear of DJ Services 
provided dance music after the 
live performances had ended. 
Students from Purnell Swett 
put on a good show with their 
fancy stepping, bringing laugh-
ter and cheers from the adults 
watching.  

Door prizes were given out to 
those lucky winners. A variety 
of prizes were donated by 
many local businesses. Some of 
the most memorable were 

footballs donated by Corbin 
Eddings of State Farm Insur-
ance, artwork donated by the 
Lumbee Tribe of NC and a 
bracelet donated by Cynthia 
Locklear of Cynaõs Jewelers. 

Illyaõs Concession Stand and a 
few other vendors provided 
delicious homemade food for 
the night. Many local favorites 
that can only be found in 
Robeson County were a special 
treat for some out-of-town 
visitors. 

The evening was the perfect 
temperature for fall, cool 
enough for a light jacket, but 
not cold. With plenty of music, 
performances, good food, and 
dancing to keep the crowd 
thoroughly entertained. 

On Saturday, November 7th at 
the Pembroke Recreational 
Sports Complex, the PACC 
hosted òA Night Under the 
Starsó outdoor concert as part 
of the Cruisinõ Pembroke 
event. This annual concert is a 
celebration of the traditions 
and heritage of the Pembroke 
community and offers a chance 
to remember and honor those 
that have served in the armed 
forces and served this commu-
nity. 

The Lumbee Veterans Warri-
ors, with flags donated by 
VFW Post 2843, held a cere-
mony to honor all veterans that 
have been killed in action, pris-
oners of war and/missing in 
action subduing the jubilant 
crowd. After the ceremony, 

There will be no cost-of-living 
adjustment (COLA) for benefi-
ciaries receiving Social Security 
in 2010, resulting in the Social 
Security was base to remain 
$106,800 as indicated in sec-
tion 230(a) of the Social Secu-
rity Act which prohibits an 
increase in the wage base if 
there is no COLA.  

Beginning January 1, 2010, 
employers should continue to 
withhold Social Security taxes 
(6.2%) from employeesõ wages 
up to $106,800 and withhold 
the Medicare tax (1.45%) on all 
wages. Employers must match 
the tax payments withheld 
from employeesõ wages. Also 
in 2010, employees will earn 
one Social Security credit for 
each $1,120 in earnings, up to a 
maximum of four credits for 

the year. The full retirement 
age for people born in 1944 is 
now 66. However, when em-
ployees reach full retirement 
age, they can work and receive 
unreduced Social Security re-
tirement benefits. 

Section 203(f)(8) of the Social 
Security Act prohibits an in-
crease in the retirement earn-
ings of test exempt amount if 
there is no COLA. Therefore, 
if your employees are less than 
full retirement age when they 
begin to receive benefits, the 
amount they can earn in 2010 
without their benefits being 
reduced is unchanged.  

Social Security beneficiaries 
who havenõt reached full retire-
ment age can earn $14,260 
before their benefits are re-

duced. For ever $2 a person 
earns over $14,160 before the 
year of full retirement age, $1 is 
withheld from benefits. 

In the year employees reach 
full retirement age, $1 in bene-
fits is deducted for each $3 
they earn about $37,680 until 
the month the employees reach 
full retirement age. Benefits are 
not reduced when employees 
are full retirement age or older, 
no matter ho much they ear, 
and employee receiving Social 
Security disability benefits must 
report all wages, no matter 
how little they earn. 

For more information on 
changes to Social Security for 
2010, please visit the Social 
Security Administration web-
site at www.socialsecurity.gov. 

No COLA Results in Social Security Wage 
Base to Remain Unchanged for 2010 

Happy New 

Year from 

the PACC! 

http://www.socialsecurity.gov
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Message from the PACC Chairman 
Wow! Are you kidding? My 
term is up? Where did it go? 
Surely time flies by and without 
any regard for oneõs goals and 
objectives. 

As I type this section of my last 
edition of the 2009 bi-monthly 
newsletter, I think of what lies 
ahead for the Pembroke Area 
Chamber of Commerce. I have 
to take this time to share with 

you my thoughts as I leave the 
office of Chairman. There is still 
much work to be done! 

 I challenge our general mem-
bership to become more in-
volved and take a greater inter-
est in how your chamber is 
managed. It is my personal ob-
servation that there are NOT 
enough business-oriented peo-
ple in leadership roles of the 

chamber. To enhance our eco-
nomic activities and grow oppor-
tunities for local business we 
need business minded people to 
get involved. I challenge you to 
answer the call and take advan-
tage of the fastest growing area 
of Robeson County. There are 
numerous great attributes of our 
community that must be 
òdiscoveredó for others to see. 

Pembroke True Value  
Bringing you home town pride and a welcome like 

no other. Proudly serving the Pembroke community 
for almost 50 years.  

Pembroke Hardware  
7331 Hwy 711 

Pembroke, NC 28372 
Phone: 910-521-3406 

Fax: 910-521-1323 
 pembroke@truevalue.net  

tax returns will be posted with 

information about subsequent 

years following. Many of the 

ARRA provisions will largely 

impact 2009 tax returns filed 

next year , in 2010.  

The federal government is par-

ticipating in a wide initiative to 

promote ARRA opportunities 

with the Small Business Admini-

stration (SBA). The SBA is not 

offereing a free online training 

course, entitled òRecovery Act 

opportunities: How to Win Fed-

eral Contracts.ó This course is 

geared towards helping small 

businesses access federal con-

tracting opportunities available. 

To learn more about this course, 

please visit its website at 

www.sba.gov/fedcontractingtrai

ning. 

The IRS is continually placing 

new information about the tax 

related provisions of the Ameri-

can Recovery & Reinvestment 

Act (ARRA) of 2009 on the Tax 

Provisions in the American Re-

covery Reinvestment Act of 

2009 web page on the IRS web-

site at www.irs.gov. 

As the 2008 filing season closes, 

new information affecting 2009 

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of  2009 Up-
dates and Online Training Offered 

PACC Elects New Board Members 
The following individuals have 

been elected as a member of the 

Board of Directors for a three 

year term: Betsy Maynor, Pem-

broke Hardware; Lucille 

Locklear, New Century Bank; 

Doug Locklear, Lumbee Tribe; 

David Jones, First Choice Insur-

ance and Realty; and Marie 

Moore, Town of Pembroke. 

These individuals will be sworn 

in to their new posts during the 

PACC Annual Awards Banquet 

on Saturday, January 30, 2010. 

Nominations for the five expir-

ing terms were presented to the 

Board of Directors for approval.  

Once approved, ballots were 

mailed to the general member-

ship for voting. The five nomi-

nees were elected without any 

challenge. There were three 

nominees as òwrite-insó. None 

of them garnered enough votes 

to make the top five. 

http://www.trusite.com/store_detail.asp?store_id=10441&num=1
http://www.trusite.com/contact.asp?store_id=10441
http://www.sba.gov/fedcontractingtraining
http://www.sba.gov/fedcontractingtraining
http://www.irs.gov
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YOUR HOMETOWN  BANK  
 

òHelping you secure a brighter financial futureó 
 

FREE Checking    403 East Third Street 
No minimum balance           P.O. Box 908 
No monthly fees    Pembroke, NC  28372 
24/7 Online Banking Access          910-521-9707 

The planning committee for the 
Pembroke Area Chamber of 
Commerce has set the date for 
the annual awards banquet to 
occur on Saturday, January 30, 
2010. We look forward to an-
other exciting event where our 
annual awards will be presented 
to very worthy recipients. 

 

 The recipients are as follows:  

Business of the YearñCaring 
Touch Home Health Care 

Advocate of the YearñLumbee 
Tribe of North Carolina 

Beautification Awardñ
Recreation and Sports Complex 
(Town of Pembroke) 

The recipient of the Harry West 
Locklear Award is Ms. Lucille 
Locklear, of New Century Bank, 
of Pembroke, NC. 

For more information or tickets, 
please contact  Denise Bullard at 
the PACC office or send a re-
quest via email to: 

pembrokechamber@gmail.com. 

Corporate tables are available 
for $250 (seats six) or individual 
tickets can be purchased for $50 
each. The banquet will be held 
in the UNC-Pembroke Univer-
sity Center Annex. 

PACC 2010 Annual Awards Banquet 

Recipients of the òStudent of Excellenceó award given during an awards presentation at the 
Robeson County Board of Education. The award is given to seniors at participating high 
schools throughout Robeson County. 

 

Purnell Swett High School senior, Britney Allyn Strick-
land, received the 2009 òStudent of Excellenceó award 
from the Pembroke Area Chamber of Commerce. Pic-
tured here surrounded by her family: younger sister, Kali 
Strickland, Rev. Steve Strickland, and Janice Strickland. 

2009 òStudent of Excellenceó Award Winners 



The Census Bureau is offering a 
practice exam on their website 
to help prepare for the upcom-
ing hiring effort. The exam may 
be downloaded from 
http://2010.census.gov/2010ce
nsusjobs/documents/Practice_
Test.pdf. The practice test is 
similar to the actual test all po-
tential hires must take, which 
measures basic skills, abilities, 
and knowledge.  

For more information on the 
2010 census or job opportuni-

ties, contact the Census Bureauõs 
regional office at 1.252.493.7021 
or via their website at 
www.census.gov. 

Job Opportunities Abound in 2010 Census 
Information for the 2010 cen-
sus should be mailed to all 
households beginning in March. 
However, the Census Bureau is 
offering temporary job oppor-
tunities to all members of the 
Pembroke area.  

The Census Bureauõs peak re-
cruiting begins in the latter part 
of 2009, with the majority of 
hiring temporary workers in the 
spring of 2010. These jobs are 
temporary, lasting for only a 
few weeks to several months.  

Scotland Health Care System is 

holding its Annual Community 

Meeting on Thursday, January 7, 

2010. The meeting is open to all 

local residents and members of 

the Scotland Health Care Sys-

tem.  

The meeting should begin at 

6:00pm in the W.R. Dulin Con-

ference Center located within 

the Community Health and 

Rehabilitation Center at 500 

Lauchwood Drive, Laurinburg, 

North Carolina. The meeting is 

anticipated to end at approxi-

mately 7:00pm with light re-

freshments and hors dõoeuvres 

being served. 

During the Annual Community 

Meeting, attendees will have the 

opportunity to learn more about 

the Scotland Health Care Sys-

tem and the various benefits 

offered. 

Please contact 910.291.7550 for 

more information and/or to 

RSVP to the event. 

Scotland Health Care System Holds Annual 
Community Meeting 

Page  4 PACC  News let te r  Vo lume 1,  I ssue  6 

http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs/documents/Practice_Test.pdf
http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs/documents/Practice_Test.pdf
http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs/documents/Practice_Test.pdf
http://www.census.gov


New Century Bank  
FREE BASIC CHECKING 

$100.00 TO OPEN 
UNLIMITED CHECK WRITING 

NO MONTHLY MAINTENANCE FEE 
FREE ONLINE BANKING/BILL PAY 

Your first order of basic checks is free! 

410 E. Third Street 

Pembroke, NC 

910-521-4206 

member businesses. These 
plaques were ordered in early 
December with distribution to 
the new members no later than 
the first of January 2010. For 
more information regarding 
the new plaques, please contact 
Denise Bullard at the chamber 

office or via email at pem-
brokechamber@gmail.com. 

PACC Committee Reports 

Chamber Committee- 

The chamber committee pre-
sented a plan to the full board 
of the chamber that would 
replace existing paper certifi-
cates with custom designed, 
wooden plaques to display in a 
prominent location of the 
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Marketing Committee- 

No report at this time. 

Pembroke Committee- 

No report at this time. 

 

Robeson Committee- 

No report at this time. 

mailto:pembrokechamber@gmail.com
mailto:pembrokechamber@gmail.com


Pembroke Area Chamber of Commerce 

636 Prospect Road 

P.O. Box 1978 

Pembroke, NC  28372 

quiries, or through our website 

which attracts more than 250 

visitors a month. Every visitor 

to our website can view your 

business from the member di-

rectory and access a specific 

memberõs website through a 

hot-link.  

Our Chamber and its members 

have successfully helped build 

the community in Pembroke 

and the surrounding communi-

ties for over a decade. This 

òChamber Business Advantageó 

Some would ask, why should I 

or my organization become a 

member of the Chamber of 

why should I renew my mem-

bership? There are two basic 

reasons, to help build your 

business and to help build 

your community.  

Chamber membership gives a 

business the opportunity to 

make money directly and indi-

rectly. Our Chamber makes 

business referrals weekly via 

telephone calls, in-person in-

gained through constructive 

leadership, benefits all enter-

prise and the community at 

large. Building our community 

helps sustain and strengthen 

overall economic vitality. 

For more information on how 

Chamber membership can 

benefit your business or how 

to become a member, please 

visit our website at pembroke-

chamber.com/members.htm 

or contact the Chamber di-

rectly at (910) 521-0647. 

Chamber Membership is Essential to You 

Phone: 910-522-2108 

E-mail: pembrokechamber@gmail.com 

Executive Officers 

Lemark Harris, Chairman 
Pembroke Housing Authority 

Virgil Oxendine, Vice-Chairman 
 

Jarette Sampson, Treasurer 
Dial Insurance & Realty 

Alicia Oxendine, Secretary 
University of North Carolina ð Pembroke 

RD Locklear, II, Executive Director 
Growth & Management Strategies 

 

Board of Directors 

Joanne Harris 
Public Schools of Robeson County 

Kim Hunt 
President, Pembroke Business & Profes-
sional Womenõs Organization 

Nahir Hunt 
HealthKeeperz 

Ericka Jones 
Robeson Community College 

Brian Locklear 
BL Financial 

Lucille Locklear 
New Century Bank 

Brandon Lowery 
State Employees Credit Union 

Endoria D. Lowery 
Collins & Lowery, DDS 

Betsy Maynor 
Pembroke Hardware 

Maria Moore 
Pembroke Town Hall 

Erica Mathies 
First Center for Health & Fitness 

 

Ex Officio Board Members 

Milton R. Hunt 
Mayor, Town of Pembroke 

Ron Brown 

Pates Supply Company 

 

Advisory Board 

 Dr. Diane Jones 
 Robert Canida, II 

Spencer Howington 
Rhonda Faircloth 
RD Locklear, II  

Access Our Website For Additional Information 

www.pembrokechamber.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN AND AROUND OUR COMMUNITY  

JANUARY 7 Scotland Health Care System Annual Community Meeting, W.R. Dulin 
Conference Center, Community Health & Rehabilitation Center, 500 
Lauchwood Dr, Laurinburg; 6:00-7:30pm  contact: 910.291.7550 

JANUARY 19 Band of the Irish Guards, Givens Performing Arts Center, UNCP; 
8:00pm  contact: 910.521.6287 

JANUARY 21 Sheryl Swoopes, Givens Performing Arts Center, UNCP; 7:30pm   
contact: 910.521.6287 

JANUARY 23 Boogie Wonder Band òLetõs Get Down Tonight,ó Givens Performing 
Arts Center, UNCP; 8:00pm  contact: 910.521.6287  

JANUARY 28 The Wedding Singer, Givens Performing Arts Center, UNCP; 8:00pm   
contact: 910.521.6287 

JANUARY 30 PACC 2010 Annual Awards Banquet, Pembroke Area Chamber of 
Commerce; Location & Time: TBA  contact 910.522.2108 

FEBRUARY 9 Moscow State Radio Symphony Orchestra, Givens Performing Arts 
Center, UNCP; 8:00pm  contact: 910.521.6287 

  

 Board of Directors Meeting (To Be Announced) 

 General Membership Meeting (To Be Announced) 

http://www.pembrokechamber.com/members.htm
http://www.pembrokechamber.com/members.htm

